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B lack and W hite:    Beaut iful C haos
	 Black and White, the two most contentious hues of all 
history. I enjoy plastering the two together to create drawings 
that clearly depict one idea. Also it’s highly entertaining to put one 
utensil to the page (pen or pencil) and watch multifarious images 
stare back at me. It’s like adding only one ingredient to a recipe and 
watching lots of different things come out of the oven! 
	 Scribble art is my particular favorite. I find it fun to create 
beautiful chaos. Each scribbled image is literally just a bunch 
of squiggles loosely danced over a blank page. However, the 
condensation of these random lines creates striking pictures that 
are easily recognizable. Fun, eh? 
	 Detailed drawings are also a hoot, but a slow one. Much like 
eating nothing but celery over several weeks and finding yourself 
with a much thinner waistline. Well, I that’s what I imagine would 
happen if one only ate celery for several weeks, I’ve never tried it 
myself, but it illustrates my point. It’s laborious, unpleasant, and 
takes an interminable amount of time, BUT! The results are worth it 
and I don’t regret a single second of the effort. 
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	 Ah. Cartoons: simplicity in its most delightful form. It fascinates me that a few lines can so clearly depict 
an idea or emotion. It’s not very hard, but it is shockingly difficult. Because there are so few of them, the lines 
have to be placed in very particular ways, or else it disturbs the image. I have to think about these harder than 
any other medium. They’re so simple that it’s difficult to mentally erase all the lines that are unnecessary and 
focus only on the ones that are enough to get the idea across without being too complicated. When at last the 
picture is settled in my mind it doesn’t take more than a few strokes to make it come to life, but the mental 
crunch of coming to that conclusion is highly laborious. 
	 I also love the fact that cartoons are so light hearted. They can show more serious matters, it is within 
their capacity, but more often than not cartoons highlight happy moments, or the hilarity in any given situation. 
This tends to make people laugh, a thing that most adults do only a few times a day, and is something I think we 
need more of. 
	 Ah. And the fact that they’re so accurate. I could spend an hour telling someone about how I feel, or I 
could sketch out an illustration that anyone could look at and say, “Oh, I understand exactly how you feel,” within 
seconds. Crazy, isn’t it? The power of a few simple lines. 

A Few Simple Lines: Cart oons
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C ontributors
Melanie inherited her father’s creative genes and seems to be able to build and create anything 
even with her two young children in her arms or holding onto her legs.  Many of her creations 
are made of wood or fabric and fashioned into furniture, but her current medium of choice is 
cake.  Her creations run the gamut from whimsical to elegant and everywhere in between and 
they taste as good as they look!
 
Sarah is a college student, author, pilot and artist.  She recently discovered her talent and passion 
for art and has embraced it wholeheartedly.  She works with an efficiency of skill and speed that 
characterize her “can do” attitude. 
 
Anna is a senior in high school.  Her tenderness and love for all of nature radiates in her paintings.  
Part of her gift is her patience and eye for detail as the image emerges in layer after layer of 
painstakingly detailed strokes.

Aubrey is an incredibly patient wife and an amazing mother to her three small children. She’s 
the one with the skills necessary to make everyone else look good. Aubrey graduated from 
Brigham Young University Idaho and received her master’s degree from National University. 
She has authored several books and edited several others.  
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